Syllabus for Collaborative Ensemble 
MUS 126-01 – One Credit
Thursdays, 2:00-2:50 pm

Dr. Marlais PAC 1229, 1206, and SVS
marlaish@gvsu.edu
616-331-3390

Office hours –by appointment
Prerequisites - Successful piano audition. Permission of instructor.  

Co-Requisites - Applied piano lessons. 

Examples of a large ensemble are the following:  

(All of the following may be repeated for credit)
MUS 101 - Grand Valley Singers Credits: 1

MUS 102 - Concert Band Credits: 1

MUS 103 - Grand Valley Symphony Orchestra Credits: 1

MUS 107 - Grand Valley Marching Band Credits: 1

MUS 112 - Symphonic Wind Ensemble Credits: 1

MUS 117 - Grand Valley University Arts Chorale Credits: 1

MUS 108 - New Music Ensemble Credits: 1
MUS 126 – Collaborative Ensemble: 1

MUS 125 - Introduction to Collaborative Ensemble: 1

This class is required for the BM Performance track. BM students should register for this class for six semesters. (BM students are required to take an additional 2 credits of large ensemble beyond the 6 semesters of this class in order to fulfill degree requirements.)  BA and BME piano students are encouraged to take the class. Contact your BA/BME advisor to request permission that this course counts as a major ensemble. 

Course Description - Weekly studio class. Emphasis is on: sight-reading by using duets, trios, quartets. Learning how to listen and play with another person. Learning how to reduce an orchestral score, and familiarity with easier vocal repertoire. Coachings of works for instrumentalists and vocalists. Attendance in class and willingness to participate.

Learning objectives:

Upon completion of this course, the student will have: 

• learned appropriately leveled instrumental and vocal accompaniments. 
• demonstrated sight-reading functionality.  (See leveling guidelines*) 
• learned how how to reduce an orchestra score.
• performed publically as a collaborative musician, such as a jury.  Attending rehearsals on time, being efficient in practicing, listening to the instrumental or vocal partner, being attentive to ensemble issues and musicality.  

These objectives will be assessed through weekly master classes, coachings with applied faculty, performances during the semester, listening assignments, and, student self-assessment and reflection.  
Overview of collaborative ensemble requirements: 
1) All students registered in this class will pick up an accompanying contract from Dr. Marlais and take it to the designated voice/instrumental instructor or ensemble director they will be working with during the semester.  The collaborative piano contract is to be signed in advance of the project. This will help focus everyone’s attention on the value of this important work.  Please give Dr. Marlais a copy of your signed contract by Oct. 3 (Fall semester) and Feb. 14 (Winter semester).
2) Give the assigned collaborative repertoire importance as you would your solo repertoire pieces. Students are expected to learn the accompanying repertoire before going to the instrumental/vocal applied lesson or ensemble rehearsal.  Dr. Marlais will coach students on their repertoire, without and then with their collaborative partner. While students are getting their accompaniments prepared, the class will sight-read ensemble pieces – duets, trios, and quartets, practicing their sight-reading and ensemble skills.  Sometimes collaborative music will be given as an assignment, to be “prepared” for a future class.  Score reading and simplification will also be addressed.
***After midterms students will sign up for a specific day/time to be coached with their collaborative partner(s).  Students must play for Dr. Marlais with their partner at least once.

3) Students must ensure that they coach with their collaborator’s applied professor/ensemble director at least twice during the semester.  (The more times a student can go for a coaching, the better the pedagogical experience.) Students should be sure to get in their two coachings in a timely fashion in order to obtain a grade. Please be proactive and communicate with the professor, even if the student you are working with does not.  While we know that is important for the collaborator to contact the pianist, this is often not the case and your grade is on the line. 
4) Students will be assigned 1-3 collaborators.  If you are working in a vocal studio, it is expected that you attend weekly lessons as part of the MUS 126 class.  Any additional time can be paid. 
5) For each collaborator you work with, there can be up to three performances for free, such as a studio class/student recital hour/jury/MPR.  Included in this time are the hours of rehearsal.  However, if the pianist and collaborator are working together weekly in a lesson (as part of the class), and the pianist is asked to do more rehearsals, the student will be paid as the accompanying contract states. 
6) Students may not accept money for the accompanying they do as part of their course contract work.

7) Collaborative ensemble experiences may change every semester or every year in order for students to learn different kinds of repertoire and coaching styles.  Discussion of this will occur at the beginning of each semester. 
8) Please contact Dr. Marlais if you will not be able to attend class. Collaborative piano is a performance master class, with requirements similar to studio piano.
Be professional in manner and appearance. Be on time for all coachings. 
Do not schedule conflicts with this class.

9) Performance attire: 

Concert attire is black for most performances. What looks best on stage is the following: long tailored pants, flared skirts falling at the knee or below the knee, sensible shoes, nylons on legs for women.  Please no jeans, shorts, hats, sandals, winter boots, flip-flops, or revealing, clingy, or tight outfits. Gum chewing is not permissible. 

10) Each student will participate in “Octubafest”, a rip-roaring fun event with the tuba players!  Days/times TBD. Playing in one of these events is mandatory for this class.   
11) Please see Accompanist Contract and the Accompanist List on line under “Student Forms” in the website of the Department of Music and Dance.
COLLABORATIVE PIANO ENSEMBLE CONTRACT    Date: 



Term: 



Name of student accompanist:





 

Name of professor: 







This contract serves as a Co-requisite for those who take piano lessons.

Make a copy of this form with #1 and #2 below filled out for Dr. Marlais and keep a copy for your own records.   Give to Dr. Marlais by Oct. 3 (Fall semester) or Feb 14th (Winter semester). After the coachings are finished by the end of the semester, give this form again to Dr. Marlais to complete the semester requirements.

Semester:   Fall   Winter   (circle one)   year:  


 

1) Obtain the signatures of the professors involved:

Voice/instrumental studio teacher and/or ensemble director you will be working with:

2) List below the students you will work with and their repertoire:

(List phone numbers/emails)  The student who is working with the accompanist will contact the accompanist to start collaborating.

After #1 and #2 above have been completed, start to practice and work with your collaborator and professor:

By the last week of classes, give Dr. Marlais this form again, this time complete with signatures and dates after each coaching by the vocal/instrumental professor or ensemble director. There will be at least two coachings.  

Coaching #1: 





Date:

Coaching #2:





Date:

*N.B. Repertoire will be assigned between 1-3 students. BM students – 20 minutes of repertoire (depending on the difficulty): BA and BME students – 10 minutes of repertoire; minors – 5 minutes of repertoire.  
ASSESSMENT OF COLLABORATIVE PIANO STUDENT-

(To be completed by the applied voice/instrumental faculty member or ensemble director)

Name of professor: 







Name of student accompanist:





 

Term: 


  Date: 





1) How well prepared was the collaborative piano student during the semester?   Excellent    Good    Average    Unsatisfactory

Please comment as necessary:

2) Was he/she on time to rehearsals? Yes no 

Please comment as necessary:

3) Did the student grow as a musician during the semester?  Yes no 

Please comment as necessary:

4) What does the student pianist do well? 

5) Do you have any other comments or suggestions you would like to make?

6) What grade would you give this student for the semester? 

Please return to Dr. Marlais during finals week.
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rtant, please read!
“This course is subjoct 0 the GVSU polcos fisted at hito:/vwsw gvsiseducoursopolices!

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Students wil 6o orginal work and wil not tako of ocoive the offorts of anothor person
on any test or assignmont, use unauthorized f650uICeS O QuIZZ0s O tost, plagiaizs, of givelsel ther students.
‘papers or assignments not authorized by the instructor. You aro rosponsibie for making yourself aware of and for
‘understanding the poliies and procodures that pertan to acadomic intogriy. To that end, bo suro 1o familiarizo
yourselt with the GVSU Student Code [Section 223.01] related to academic integriy. Furthermore, be sure to
referenco sources at all imes. Ifyou are uncertain about such an issus prior to subMission of an assignment,
project,or test, ploase make an appointmont with me 5o we can oiminato that uncortainty.

'STUDENT CODE: Al students are expecied o read and abide by the tanets of the GVSU Student Code. The
‘Student Codo standards of conduct aro ostablshed in order 0 gonerate an aimosphero in which tho goals and
objoctves of the insttution can flourish. Individual rights can only be ensured with accoptance of indvidual and
group responsibifios and rospect or the rghts of othrs. Individuals atiending Grand Valley State University
{GVSU) automaicaly place themselves under the applicable rues and regulations of the insiituton. Violatons of
the Student Code can includo the following gonoral areas: choating, plagiarism, and falsiication, tamgoring with
rocords, forgory and withholding nformation. It s every student’ responsibilty o roport any violations that he or
ho observes to thir profossor. Pleaso seo the Student Cods handoook at hitp . qvsu edulstudentcodel for
‘more specifc information.

'DISCLOSURE OF DISABILITY: A student in noed of courso adaptation or accommodation because of disabilty
must notiy the Instructor at th firs cass. If you need academic accommodations because of learning,
‘physical, or other disablty, please contact Disability Support Servicos (DSS) at (616) 331-2430.
Furthermore, f you have a physical disablity and think you wil neod assistance evacuating this.
classroom and/or building in an emergency situation, please make me aware so | can dovelop a plan to
assist you. Itis the student’s responsibiltyto request assistance from DSS. Information on how 1o self-
idontify can bo found at: hto//www.qvsu edu/dsr/responsibilltios-of-students-17.htm

HEALTH ISSUES: Students aro sxpectod to maintain a stato of health that pormits them 10 function in the
progress of hei studies. Proper nuion and adequate rostform the basis for this conditon.

FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT OF 1874: In complianca with the Family Educational
Rlghts and Privacy Act o 1872, students must authorize contact betwoen facully membars and thair
parentsiguardians.




